Korg iX300 Band In A Box Patch Files

Loading the Files.


Simply Unzip the five *.pat files into the Band In A Box directory, usually C:\BB or C:\Program Files\BB.  Your installation may be different.

Using The Files

Welcome to the world of higher bank patches for use with your Korg iX300 Interactive Music Workstation.  ;-)  These *.pat files will allow Band In A Box to access the better sounds that are in your higher banks that General MIDI can't access.


First, some history, and an idea of how this works.  I'm sure you're fully aware that the iX300 has some 300+ total sounds, but General MIDI has only 128.  So, what happens to those other sounds in your keyboard?  If you're playing General MIDI files, basically they go wasted.  However, the developers of PG Music's Band In A Box realized that there were synthesizers out there with more sounds that could be accessed than what was available through General MIDI.  So, they made a way available to access those sounds from their program.  


There is a caveat here, however.  If you are going to make files available for anyone else to use, you should stick to the 128 patches in the General MIDI sound set.  Why?  Not all keyboards have the same patches in the higher banks, and if you call out "D12 - BigBand Piano" for your melody, on someone else's keyboard, it could be playing a string instrument, guitar, synth pad, or worse, a drum patch.  Even Korg does not have the same patch map for their products, so imagine trying to play your beautiful masterpiece on a Yamaha or Roland!


On the Korg iX300, each "Bank" has 64 sounds, or what is called "patches."  The term "patch" comes from the very early days of synthesizers where making sounds was not the simple, easy feat of pushing a button!  No, in those days you had boxes that did this, boxes that did that, modules that controlled something else, and to make it all work you had to run 'patch cords!'  The output of this module to the input of that module, to the input of another module...wires all over the place.  Changing sounds could literally take hours.  

There are six banks of patches on the iX300, Banks A and B are the General MIDI sound set, C, D, and E are other available patches, and the USER bank where you can store your own patches, or upload others from disk.  The manual will state that Program Banks A and B are Bank 0, Program Banks C and USER are Bank 1, the Manual Drums are Bank 2, and Program Banks D and E are Bank 3.  Confused?  It is a little daunting.  The MIDI standard says that a bank has 128 patches in it.  Korg has only 64 patches in each of its "Program Banks."  Each Program bank has only 8 buttons, and you need to press two buttons for a patch, i.e., Program Bank D with button pushes 1-2 will give you the BigBand Piano.  Program Bank A with button pushes 6-6 brings up Pizzicato Strings.  Eight times eight is sixty-four, so we only have 64 patches per Program Bank.  As the MIDI standard uses 128 sounds, it requires two Program Banks to fill the 128 slots in a standard MIDI Bank.  So, the General MIDI sound set, which is in Program Banks A and B, uses one MIDI Bank, but two Korg Program Banks.  It's a little confusing, I admit.  Band In A Box worries about the MIDI Banks, and doesn't recognize the Korg's Program Banks.


Having said that, it's time to have some fun.

In the Korg manual, it tells us that we must use the "0" controller and the "32" controller, otherwise known as the MSB and LSB.  Don't worry about that!  What you need to know is how to access it from Band In A Box.  In Figure 1, you'll see the Most Significant Byte and Least Significant Byte boxes.  The Most Significant Byte, also known as "Bank 0," always stays at "0", while the Least Significant Byte moves between "0" and "3."  As you can see, 3 is already in the window, indicating that I've selected Program Banks D and E.


[image: image1.png]Bant ox for Windows [NONAME.SG1] 3:18
Fie Edt Stles Opt Play Lyics Melody Soloist Audio GM User Hamony Notn Help

) Combo . Bass ® Piano ) Drums . Guitar . String D Melody . Soloist 0 Thru

Insfrument Jolume Pan_ Reverb Chorus Bank0L 5B MTpmhamon =]
Bright Piano B R R Y o En e e—
Most Significant Byte — Least Significant Byte
is used to open the Higher Bank Window

"3"is for Banks D and E

Band In A Box Version 10




Figure 1


Although the "Instrument" Window to the left indicates "Bright Piano", in fact, this is the iX300's BigBand Piano.  The Instrument window will only display the General MIDI instrument names, insofar as I've been able to tell.  If anyone knows otherwise, please inform me.


There are two ways to access the higher banks.  One, you can make up a list that shows you the relationship between the General MIDI patch names, patches 0-127 in Banks A and B, and the select the General MIDI patch name you want, and then change the Least Significant Byte to match the Bank you want to play out of.  So, if you want to play the D12 Big Band Piano, you'd need to know that it matched up to the Bright Piano on the General MIDI list, and that is was in Bank 3.  If you wanted to use the U31 Vibra Bell from the AMERICA User bank, you'd need to select Square Wave Lead from the Instrument window, then select LSB 1 for banks C and USER.  While that isn't too hard, wouldn't it be easier to pull down the exact patch you want?  Well, Band In A Box has that feature.  As seen in Figure 1, press the "+" Button next to the Instrument window.  This will open the Higher Bank window, as seen in figure 2.
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Figure 2


Press the "Open *.PAT..." button located on the right side of the window.  This will open a window that will allow you to select the .pat file you wish.  Korg included two "Accessory Disks" with the iX300.  The IXD-00P has several additional USER banks of patches on it.  Refer to the manual on how to access these banks from disk.  Remember, any USER data you have stored in the USER bank will be erased.  There are five banks available; AMERICA, ITALY, JAPAN, GERMANY, and the UK.  On the IXD-01P disk there is also the IX USER bank.  Depending on the Bank you have loaded into the keyboard will determine which .pat file you should use.  I have made .pat files for all of these patch maps.  They are as follows:


IX300.pat is the AMERICA map


IX300I.pat is the ITALY map


IX300G.pat is the GERMANY map


IX300J.pat is the JAPAN map


IX300U.pat is the UK map


IX300IX.pat is the IX map for the bank on the second Accessory Disk.  This disk contains the Stereo sampled Grand Piano at U11.

Once you load whatever file you are using, you can pull down all the patches for the entire keyboard from that window, as seen on the left side of Figure 2.  Verify that the checkbox for "Use 1 based patch #ing (Roland)" is selected.  The reason for this is I numbered my .pat files from 1-128 instead of 0-127.  If you don't select this, all your patches will be off by one number.  Once you click "OK" that will be the patch used for your masterpiece.


Remember, if you want to share your file with someone else, either they have to have a Korg iX300 too, or you should write the song to conform to the General MIDI sound set standard.
